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ESCAM BIA  AN D SANTA  ROSA COUNTIES

F E B R U A R Y  I S S U E  2 0 2 0

RESCUE NEWS

You wouldn’t know it looking at me now. I was an 
elite soldier once. I never saw combat, but I drove a 
tank for a U.S. Army colonel in Germany, and in 
1978, I was named runner-up for Soldier of the Year.

That was a proud moment for me. But I had other 
things I wanted to do with my life, so I left the 
military. I never got married, but I worked hard, 
played hard, and lived a good life. I went to church 
and never had any problems with drugs or alcohol. 
For some reason, though, I started having health 
problems in my 40s. First, I had a brain aneurysm, 
then a couple of strokes. Suddenly, I couldn’t work 
like I used to and it got harder to make ends meet. 
That’s when everything started going bad.

About nine years ago, I was homeless down in Key 
West. I know this sounds crazy, but one day I heard 
God say, “Start walking.” So I started walking. I 
didn’t have a sleeping bag, a tent, or anything, but 
God was with me. Over the next two years, I walked 
all the way to Pensacola. All along the way, I met 
homeless folks like me. Hungry people like me. Tired 

and broken people like me. I wept for all of them, and 
I shared Jesus with them. I think that’s why God 
wanted me to walk.

But by the time I reached Pensacola, my body was 
breaking down even more. Since 2015, I’ve had five 
operations and I’ve lost both my legs. Homeless and 
disabled, I came to Waterfront Mission. They’ve done 
everything for me—food, shelter, clothes, showers, 
emotional support, spiritual counsel, and prayer. They 
even make sure I get the medical help I need.

I’m so grateful to Waterfront Mission and YOU for 
helping me now when I need it most. God is still 
speaking to me, and He says He still has one more 
thing for me to do—and I believe God is using you to 
give me that chance. Thank you!

I’m so grateful to Waterfront 
Mission and YOU for helping me 
now when I need it most.”“

Waterfront Mission (Pensacola Campus)
P.O. Box 870 
Pensacola, FL 32591

 Please bill my credit card: 
 VISA    MC    AMEX    DISCOVER

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

40_62900-4

380 West Herman Street  |  Pensacola, Florida 32505  |  850.478.4027  |  waterfrontmission.org

 $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $           to provide as many meals and as much care as possible

Please mail this completed form with your donation, or you may give your gift online at 
waterfrontmission.org. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

A Long Walk 
of Obedience
by Jerry

MY EASTER GIFT
YES, BOB, I WANT TO HELP GIVE NEW HOPE AND LIFE TO HURTING PEOPLE.  
Here’s my Easter gift of:

The Pensacola Ice Flyers are a professional ice hockey 
team of the Southern Professional Hockey League. 
The “Ice Flyers” name refers to Pensacola’s historic 
connection to naval aviation and also to original 
owner Tim Kerr, who once played for the NHL’s 
Philadelphia Flyers.

Recently, the Ice Flyers conducted an underwear  
and sock drive, during which they collected several 
hundred packages at their games and donated them 
to the Mission. The Ice Flyers are community-driven, 
and we are so grateful for their contribution.

Moorhead Real Estate Law Group 
and Clear Title were the primary 
sponsors of a special celebration  
of Waterfront Rescue Mission 
Pensacola’s 70th birthday.
As part of the celebration, the 
Group funded the creation of a 
special monument commemorating 
veterans of the U.S., which is now 
displayed in Waterfront Mission’s 
Veteran’s Courtyard. Fourteen 
percent of the men seeking help  
at Waterfront are veterans. Each 
monument in the Courtyard 
represents a branch of the U.S. 
military and is made of bricks  
from Waterfront’s original location 
in downtown Pensacola.

Volunteer Spotlight: Pensacola Ice Flyers Hockey Team

Volunteer and Sponsor Spotlight: 
Moorhead Real Estate Law Group and Clear Title

In addition to their generous monetary 
contributions, the Moorheads volunteer 
at the Mission every month. 
Representatives from the Moorhead 

Real Estate Law Group and Clear Title also 
assist with our holiday luncheons. They are 
a valuable part of what we do. Thank you 
to Steve, Rhonda and their team!

Left: Steve and Rhonda Moorhead with 
two of their sons. Above: Steve and 
Rhonda Moorhead help serve lunch.
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Your prayers 
and gifts bring 
new hope and 
resurrection 
life to who 
have lost hope. 

PLEASE GIVE EASTER HOPE TO HURTING PEOPLE
Your Gifts Bring New Life to Hurting People

Every gift you give and every prayer you pray for those who are hungry and 
homeless at Waterfront Mission brings new hope and resurrection life to 
those who have lost hope for a better life. God is transforming lives through 
you! But every day, more hurting people continue to seek our help—and 
they need people like you to give them hope and another chance for new life 
in Jesus Christ.

To give your generous gift today, please use the remit slip enclosed, or make your 
donation online at waterfrontmission.org. Thank you for being an Easter 
friend to those who need your help.

Imagine that first Easter morning. Jesus was dead. But in an instant, 
He opens His eyes, takes a deep breath—and stands! He is risen to 
brand-new resurrected life! And in that moment, the entire world 
changes forever. 

Today, every one of us is offered that same hope for new life—not 
only for today, but all eternity. That is the same hope that compels 
us to reach out to every hurting person who comes to Waterfront 
Mission, so they can experience the power of Christ’s resurrection in 
their own lives. And your generosity proves that you too share this 
same eternal hope—and we thank God for you!

Pensacola/
Escambia County:
Nearly 632 people experience 
homelessness on any given 
night in Escambia County.

Homeless Demographics 
in Escambia County:

Disabled: 514

Veterans: 103

Victims of  
domestic violence: 17

Males: 444

Females: 188

Chronically homeless: 79

Total: 632

Please help provide  
meals, shelter, and life-

transforming care to our 
homeless neighbors at 
Waterfront Mission.

Source:  Annual Point in Time Homeless Count

Bob Rogers 
Vice President of Ministry

A Message from

“God is using you to transform lives— 
today and for eternity—for His glory.”

Dear Friend,

Spring is still a few weeks away, but I’m already looking forward to that special 
time of year when we transition from the shorter, cold days of winter to the first 
blooming flowers of spring. Even more, I know that Easter is around the corner, 
when Jesus paid the penalty for our sins and rose again, healing our brokenness 
and bringing hope for new life, both physical and spiritual.

Waterfront Rescue Mission is filled with broken people seeking help for broken 
relationships, broken dreams, broken lives, and broken hope. We are here to 
meet their vital daily needs of food, shelter, clothing, and more. But most of all, 
we point them to the foot of a cross.

For those who respond to Christ’s knocking on the door of their heart, we see 
freedom for the captive, healing for the brokenhearted, and hopelessness 
transformed into newfound faith, hope, and love. In Christ, they are a new 
creation, the old things are passed away, all things have become new (2 
Corinthians 5:17). What a joy to see lost, hurting, and broken men transformed 
into humble, grateful, and blessed people.

Thank you for investing in resurrected lives at Waterfront Mission

To a certain extent, that means that every day at the Mission is like Resurrection 
Sunday. When someone finally surrenders to the Lord and follows God’s Word, 
their new life in Christ is transformational.

This Easter season, and all year round, that is what your support for Waterfront 
Mission is really all about. God is using you to transform lives—today and for 
eternity—for His glory. Through your investment of time, treasure, and talent, 
you are not only serving others, you are serving our Risen Lord and “laying up 
treasures in heaven.” Hallelujah!

Blessings,

Bob Rogers, Vice President of Ministry

by Herbert

I have sisters who love me more than you can ever 
imagine. I have kids, grandkids, great-grandkids, nieces, 
and nephews who need me. So when I look back at my 
life, and see all the hurt I’ve caused them…well, I just 
feel so ashamed. 

I got into the drug game back in my 20s. I don’t know 
why. I had a wife and kids. Maybe the stress and 
responsibility got to me. Or maybe I was just selfish. But 
I started messing around with crack cocaine, and from 
then on, I couldn’t do without it. I lost jobs, homes, and 
cars—and when I went to prison in 1998 for selling 
drugs, I even lost my family.

After that, I gave up on life. When I left prison in 2006, 
I never went back to selling drugs, but I went right back 
to the same hamster wheel of drinking and smoking 
crack to medicate the pain and shame I felt. 

In 2012, I decided it was time to get some help. I’d lost 
my youth, dignity, self-respect, everything. I came to 
Waterfront Mission and got clean and sober. But I never 
gave myself completely to God. So when I left, I ended 
up in the same old hole, but deeper, and I didn’t have  
a ladder long enough to climb out. So last year,  
I came back. 

What Waterfront Mission and you 
did for me means more than I could 
ever tell you.”“

I GAVE IT ALL TO GOD

This time, I knew only God could save me. I had to get up 
every day and own all the damage I did to my family. Then 
I gave it all to God so He could forgive and heal me.

I just graduated a week ago, and today I’m working two 
jobs, I got my own car, and by God’s grace, I have my 
family back in my life. What Waterfront Mission and you 
did for me means more than I could ever tell you. But it 
feels good knowing people like you love me enough to give 
me this chance. May God bless you this coming Easter!
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