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f the past year showed us anything at Waterfront Rescue
Mission, it’s that there was work to be done and many
lives to be saved here on the Gulf Coast. Estimates put
the homeless population of Florida at 41,542 and in Alabama
at 4,689.
The challenge looks overwhelming, but no more so than the
circumstances that force our neighbors onto the streets or
the devastating effects of homelessness on the individual.
Our response is to rescue one life at a time. Over the course
of the year, with your support, we helped hundreds of
hurting men and women overcome addiction, abuse, poverty,
and other life-dominating issues that led to homelessness.
Our Bible-based model of recovery promotes healing and
restoration and produces self-sufficient, productive members
of our community.
As you look through the pages of this Annual Report, know
that you made every story, every statistic, possible. There
will always be challenges to face, and we thank God for your
generous response!

Bill Bru
Executive Director,
Mobile Rescue Mission

One Life at a Time
Homelessness can seem like an overwhelming problem, with
circumstances as diverse as the people affected by them.
Waterfront Rescue Mission approaches the challenge on
a personal level. We do this by assessing individual needs,
providing specific solutions to address them, and empowering
individuals to succeed and become self-sufficient.
With 10 locations across the Gulf Coast, we offer overnight
shelter, meals, and recovery services, as well as respite and
veterans’ care—all made possible by your generous support.

Waterfront empowers individuals to succeed.
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Men’s Recovery Program
Recently released from jail, Martin* had gone right back
to his old drug habit. He “bounced around from place to
place” until he found Waterfront Rescue Mission, where he
received the tools to transform his life, with God’s help.
As he progressed through our Recovery Program, Martin
was empowered to become a self-sufficient, productive
citizen with a job and a future.

“I’ve seen many miracles
throughout the Mission!”
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*Martin’s name has been changed for the protection of privacy.

After accepting Jesus and graduating from the program,
Martin’s life changed dramatically. He reunited with his family,
found a job, bought a car, and moved into an apartment.
“I have an awesome life ahead!”
Martin is grateful for all that friends like you have done for him
through the Mission. “Without you, this wouldn’t be possible.
People that haven’t experienced the love of God experience it
at the Mission. I’ve seen many miracles in my brothers and all
throughout the Mission. It’s amazing!”
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Last year alone, you helped Waterfront
Rescue Mission:

• Graduate 104 clients from our Recovery
Program (a 70% graduation rate)

• Provide 111,852 nights of shelter
(33% more than in 2014)

• Serve 320,987 meals (32% more than
in 2014)

• Offer 10,072 hours of Biblical

counseling (33% more than 2014)

• Assist 3,605 needy persons, in an
average of 306 daily visits to
Waterfront locations
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Day Resource Center and Support Services
Joanne* lost her health, her husband, and her
home in rapid succession. After being released
from a hospital stay, she had nowhere to go.
“I kept walking, and there was the Rescue
Mission! I knew it was for men, but I thought
they would know how to direct me to
somebody.”
Waterfront’s Day Resource Center
met Joanne’s immediate needs:
meals, clothing, showers, laundry,
and access to medical care,
including additional surgery.

“Waterfront is a safe haven.”
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*Joanne’s name has been changed for the protection of privacy.

Staff and volunteers helped Joanne to map out a path to a
productive future and gave her spiritual support. “Every time
I would come here, the chaplain would sit me down and pray
with me. That helped me more than anything,” says Joanne.
Without help from Waterfront, says Joanne, “I don’t think I
would have made it. My life was literally in danger, physically
and mentally. Waterfront saved my life. It’s a safe haven.”
In addition to the practical support she received, Joanne says
Waterfront gave her “a sense that there’s still hope and that I
still have something to achieve. That’s a very precious gift!”
On average over 100 men, women, and children visit our
Day Resource Center daily. Mobile Rescue Mission’s
adjacent 15 Place offers similar
day services to men
and women.
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Waterfront’s Supportive and Extended
Services also offer a Respite Care
dormitory to care for
sick and injured
homeless men and
a Learn to Read
program for illiterate
guests. Tutoring,
mentoring, and
job readiness
services are
also available.
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Each homeless individual costs tax
payers up to $40,000 per year in
expenses related to non-violent offenses
such as trespassing, public intoxication,
or sleeping in parks, as well as costs of
jail stays, emergency room visits, and
hospitalization.
Through Waterfront programs along
the Gulf Coast, we save taxpayers an
average of $3.25 million annually.

“I’m so
grateful
to be
off the
streets.”
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Veterans’Care
As an Army veteran, Robert faced multiple medical conditions
related to his service, but he was homeless and didn’t know
where to get help.
“The Mission welcomed me with open arms,” says Robert.
Staff helped Robert apply for housing assistance, and today
he has his own apartment. “I’m so grateful to be off the
streets. I don’t have to live out of a backpack.”
Veterans account for 23 percent of the nation’s homeless
population, according to the National Coalition for the
Homeless. At the Mission, veterans have accounted for
as much as 30 percent of those we serve. Here, veterans
have their own dorm and access to VA representatives
who help them secure pension, housing, and
medical benefits.
“When you give to the Mission, you’re
offering someone the chance to have
a better life,” Robert says. “Give from
your heart because it works.”

Volunteers
Waterfront volunteers, whether individuals or groups, get
excited about helping the mission: serving meals, tutoring,
mentoring, driving vans, answering phones, helping in our
Thrift Stores, leading chapel services, and many other roles.
In fact, 256 volunteers served in 2015. June Drew is one
example. June has been volunteering at Waterfront for over
five years, helping men, women, and children in need by
working at the front desk of our Day Resource Center. June
enjoys “helping people get on the path to self-sufficiency and
introducing them to Christ.”
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In 2015, volunteers provided more than
9,058 hours of service, generating
$215,406 in value. For information
on volunteer opportunities, visit
waterfrontmission.org.

Community partnerships
are vital!

Church and civic groups serve at the Mission regularly.
Community partners make the work of the Mission
possible, such as the Gulf Power employees,
pictured, serving meals. Banks, restaurants,
and other organizations conduct shoe drives,
donate food, and help with our annual Meal
Ticket campaign. Our partnerships are vital!
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In 2015, Waterfront Rescue Mission
gave away 10,275 articles of clothing
(29% more than in 2014).
Donate items to our Bargain Centers,
which help support the work of
the Mission. Learn more at
waterfrontbargaincenters.org.

Waterfront Bargain Centers
“Life’s expensive. We’re not.”
More than just a thrift store, Waterfront’s seven Bargain
Centers give shoppers a break on furniture, home goods,
clothing, and more, while bringing in much-needed revenue
to support ministry at the Missions.
All locations are staffed by paid employees and volunteers,
joined by residents in the Missions’ Recovery Program.
The Centers accept donations of gently used goods,
including vehicles. The Centers also offer a wide
selection of new home furnishings and accessories.
In 2015, the Bargain Centers received the Best
of the Coast, Best of The Bay, and Finest on the
Emerald Coast awards.
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Financial Information

Leadership

Where Your Donations Go
13% Administrative

Bill Bru, Executive Director,
Mobile Rescue Mission
Board of Directors

7% Fundraising

Pete Jones, Chair

80% Program Services

Ken Bell, Vice Chair

Our Annual Income
Sources of Revenue

Devin K. Simmons, President,
Waterfront Rescue Mission

2015 • $11,651,726

Thrift stores and recycling centers

$7,803,438

67%

Cash contributions

$ 2,717,689

23%

Donated services and in-kind goods

$

697,451

6%

Interest and investments

$ 136,888

1%

Other revenue

$ 296,260

3%

A complete audited statement is available upon request.

Ed Grayson, Treasurer
Chris Kelly, Secretary
Steve Shell, Member-at-Large
Timothy Atkins

LuTimothy May

Clif Inge

John Porter

Mark King

Wilson Robertson

A generous person
will prosper;
whoever refreshes others
will be refreshed.
P R OVE R BS 11 :25
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Core Values
380 W. Herman Street
Pensacola, FL 32505
waterfrontmission.org
888.853.8655

Waterfront Rescue Mission was founded in 1949 as a safe
haven for fishermen. The purpose and services expanded
over the years, with Waterfront now being a national and local
leader in Rescue and Recovery services. In 1989, the Mobile
Rescue Mission in Alabama became part of Waterfront.
Today the Mission continues its core purpose
of serving the needs of the homeless and
the addicted by providing Bible-based,
life-changing services and programs.

Mission Statement
279A N. Washington Avenue
Mobile, AL 36603
mobilerescuemission.org
888.853.8655

Waterfront Rescue Mission strives to serve
the Lord through all of its services. The aim of
Waterfront Rescue Mission is to Demonstrate
God’s Goodness by Providing Rescue and
Recovery Services in Jesus’ Name.

facebook.com/WaterfrontRescueMission

@missionfriends

