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“When I was very young, God put in 
my heart, very distinctively, very 
loudly, that I had a call to minister to 
men who are unchurched and away 
from the Lord,” Arturo says.

For more than 40 years, Arturo has 
done just that, in various ministries 
across the United States. Today, this 
80-year-old servant continues to 
follow his calling. Twice a week, 
partnering with his wife, Faith, the 
couple leads Bible studies for the 
men at Waterfront Mission.

“These guys need someone who can 
talk to them about the Lord in a way 
that makes sense,” Arturo says. “But 
we always tell them, we are not 
pastors or preachers. We are just 

God’s Special Creation

•Waterfront offers homeless rescue services, including overnight shelter, 24/7. While intake in Waterfront’s Recovery & Career Development Program
is suspended until sometime in 2021, graduates are highlighted in this issue to showcase transformed lives.

S P R I N G  I S S U E  2 0 2 2

by Kyle

My dad was my hero. I was his little buddy and his 
spitting image. We were thicker than thieves, and you 
could always find us working on race cars or working at 
the track. 

I was in high school when he got sick with pancreatic 
cancer, and he died a month later. I went into shock. 
I couldn’t eat or sleep. Every time I closed my eyes, 
I saw him in that casket. I never really recovered from it.

After high school, I tried to follow in my dad’s footsteps 
and went to automotive school. But due to my health at 
the time, I was considered to be a liability risk and 
unable to get auto shop work. After that, I completely 
shut down. I started drifting through life, depressed and 
full of self-doubt. I worked at an amusement park and 
sometimes mowed lawns. I never struggled with drugs 
or alcohol, but I finally I ended up homeless. 

In 2017, I moved in with my mom and grandmother, 
but I could never get my act together. Finally, my 
grandmother had enough and kicked me out. Without 
anywhere else to go, I came to Waterfront Mission.

At first, I only came for the meals and shelter. But the 
chaplains really invested in me. They showed me they 
cared. They helped strengthen my faith and my 
relationship with God. We started going through the 
Bible, and they taught me who I am in Christ and how 

Your donations have 
made me a better man.”“

I’m a special creation in God’s eyes. Slowly, God used 
them to help me face myself and all the problems I’ve 
had since my dad died. They showed me I could still 
make something of my life. God has even helped to heal 
my relationships with my mom and grandmother.

Today, I’ve gotten my driver’s license and I’m preparing 
to go back into the automotive field. Now, I’m better 
with turning wrenches than with putting words 
together. But I want you to know that your donations 
have made me a better man and helped me get my life 
back on track. Thank you!

Volunteer Spotlight:

Serving the Lord, Teaching the Bible

42_112628-5

messengers, sharing with them what 
the Bible says, and only what the 
Bible says. If we can give them 
the word of God, Christ can work 
in their lives.”

Faith adds, “Our goal is also 
to help them understand the 
importance of getting in and 
studying the Word, not just reading 
a verse here or there, but learning 
to apply and to do what the Lord 
asks us to do.

“Waterfront Mission is dedicated to 
changing lives through Christ. 
I would hope the donors know that’s 
what their support means here.”

Arturo (above) and Faith Sanchez lead 
a Bible study at Waterfront Mobile.

Planned giving can honor your
commitment to transforming lives 
while helping Waterfront continue to 
meet the needs of the less fortunate, 
enabling Waterfront to carry out our 
vision for years to come.

Continue transforming lives at
Waterfront while leaving a lasting
legacy. Stock donations, IRA 
distributions, donor-advised funds, 
and estate planning are just a few of
the ways you can create a legacy. 
Discuss plans with your financial 
adviser before making any major 
decisions. At Waterfront, your giving
creates a legacy—a legacy of 
transforming lives.

Please remember Waterfront in your 
estate planning. Your legacy giving 
will help change lives for generations 
to come.

Do Something for 
Tomorrow Today

Create a Lasting 
Legacy

 Please bill my credit card:   VISA   MC   AMEX   DISCOVER

$21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
$32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
$65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
$             to provide as many meals and as much care as possible

MY EASTER GIFT
YES, DeKendell, I want to help give new hope and life to hurting men.
Here’s my Easter gift of:
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DeKendell Young
Operations Manager

A Message from

“You clearly care deeply about the hurting men we serve, 
and you want to be a part of what God is doing here.”

Dear Friend,

I’m so grateful for donors and friends like you who support Waterfront Mission. 
You clearly care deeply about the hurting men we serve, and you want to be a 
part of what God is doing here to transform their lives. You understand that men 
facing addictions, past trauma, crippling anxiety, and other life-dominating issues 
will only experience true transformation through a relationship with Jesus Christ.

Your support certainly provides the meals, clothing, shelter, and medical 
attention these men need. But even more, you make our LifeBuilder Recovery 
program possible. LifeBuilder is a 90-day Christian residential program that 
helps men rebuild their lives, purpose, and hope through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Because once their faith in Jesus is restored, and once they understand that He 
has forgiven and accepted them, it actually begins to change the way they think, 
act, and feel—and they grow into the spiritual men of integrity God designed 
them to be.

But it doesn’t stop there. Your gifts also provide a regimen of biblically based, 
addiction-oriented, Christ-centered classes. Thanks to you, the men have access 
to professional counseling, learn valuable life skills, and have the chance to work 
at our Thrift Store or the Recycling and Distribution Center, as well as serve the 
community in various projects.

I want to say to those of you who have supported and invested in the men in this 
endeavor of life change, thank you. You make all this possible and more. Your 
labor has not been in vain, for we know that love covers over a multitude 
of sins.

Blessings,

DeKendell Young, Operations Manager

MORE THAN MUSIC
by Miles

“They need people 
like you to give them 
a chance for new life 
in Jesus Christ.”

God gifted me with a special musical talent that often 
left people in awe. I played chapel services for the largest 
church in town, and I was something of a celebrity. 
Everywhere I went, someone recognized me. 

That’s who they saw. What they couldn’t see was that 
I was also a drug addict. 

I had an ideal childhood, with good, supportive parents. 
They provided me with an excellent private education. 
I never got into any kind of trouble, never drank, 
smoked, or touched any kind of drugs—not until I was 
28. I don’t even know why. But I tried ecstasy for the 
first time, and I loved it. I became a regular user. 

A couple of years later, I “graduated” from ecstasy 
to meth. No one at my church knew I was an addict. 
Not even my parents suspected. Then I was arrested 
for the first time. Two days later, I lost my job at the 
church, and my whole life came crashing down. Over 
the next four years, meth completely took over—until 
I was arrested a second time. Sitting in jail for six 
months, I knew I was finished with drugs. But I still 
needed help.

My parents drove me to Waterfront Mission. When 
I found out it was a year-long program, I didn’t think 
I could do it. I asked my mom, “Is this what you really 
want me to do?” With tears streaming down her face, 

Your Gifts Bring New Life to Hurting People

God is transforming lives through you, because every gift you give 
and every prayer you pray for those who are hungry and homeless at 
Waterfront Mission is an investment in someone’s new life. But every day, 
more struggling men come seeking our help, and they need people like 
you to give them a chance for new life in Jesus Christ.

To give your generous gift today, please use the remit slip enclosed, 
or make your donation online at waterfrontmission.org. 
Thank you for being an Easter friend to those who need your help.

No one at my church knew 
I was an addict.”“

(Name and photo has been changed to protect privacy.)

she nodded. Her motherly wisdom probably saved 
my life.

Suddenly I had to face everything I had done to myself, 
everything I did to my parents, all my failure—and 
I had to face God. But instead of judgment and shame, 
I found love. The unconditional love I experienced from 
God, my parents, chaplains, friends I found here, and 
my mentor—that love transformed my life. 

Today, I’m two years sober. I’m no longer a musical 
celebrity. I work on an assembly line. And I’m happy. 
God once gifted me with special musical talent. Now, 
thanks to you, He’s gifted me with new life. Thank you.

Our community partner donations 
play a huge part in helping 
Waterfront minister to our clients.

Pictured above is Candlewood 
Suites in downtown Mobile. 
They have partnered with us to 
provide monthly donations of 
towels and linens.

We’re so thankful for their 
contribution to our Mission.

MOBILE 
COMMUNITY 
PARTNER

GIVE EASTER HOPE TO MEN EXPERIENCING HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS
Tonight, thousands of people in the United States—many of them right 
here in Mobile—will have no place to call home. For people who have 
never experienced homelessness, it’s impossible to fully understand the 
misery and hopelessness they feel.

But as Christians, we know there is hope—the hope of an empty tomb 
that Jesus left behind when he rose to new life that first Easter morning. 
It’s a hope that promises the chance for that same new life to everyone 
who believes. And it’s the hope we preach every day to hurting people at 
Waterfront Mission.
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