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RESCUE NEWS

Waterfront Mission (Pensacola Campus)
P.O. Box 870 
Pensacola FL 32591

380 West Herman Street  |  Pensacola, Florida 32505  |  850.478.4027  |  waterfrontmission.org

Please mail this completed form with your donation, or you may give your gift online at 
waterfrontmission.org. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

 Please bill my credit card:   VISA   MC   AMEX   DISCOVER

 $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $             to provide as many meals and as much care as possible

MY WINTER GIFT
YES, CLAY, I will help provide food, shelter, and other resources to  
my neighbors who are hungry and homeless this holiday season.  
Here’s my gift of:

A Man of 
Hate Finds 
LOVE

 Daniel sat in his van, smoking his last bit of crack — 
crack he paid for with his rent money. Then, he thought 
of his teenage son at home.

 “Suddenly, it hit me. I’m not only destroying my life; 
I’m destroying his,” Daniel recalls. “I knew, if I continued, 
he’d come home one day and find me dead — just like 
his mom. Something broke in me. That’s when I realized 
I don’t want to be this guy anymore and went to 
Waterfront Rescue Mission.”

 Daniel had been rebellious and self-destructive nearly 
his entire life. 

 “I was already a drug addict and alcoholic at 13,” he 
says. “I never had a conscience or ever cared about 
anyone or anything. For 30 years, my only goal in life 
was to see how tore up I could get every day.”

 Nothing could stop him — not an 18-month prison 
sentence and not even a serious head-on car accident that 
left him in a coma for two weeks. He didn’t care. He 
hated life — until the night he understood what he was 
doing to his son and came to Waterfront.

 “At Waterfront, I was praying with a chaplain one day 
and the Holy Spirit came in. I gave God all my anger, 

hate, and unforgiveness. Everything changed in me.  
I started learning how Christ wants me to live. I was 
determined to be the man God wants me to be.”

 

I gave God all my anger, 
hate, and unforgiveness.” “

 Daniel started working for Waterfront Rescue Mission 
Thrift Store. 

 “I still didn’t care for people much,” Daniel says. “So 
God put me in a situation where I had to love people — 
both customers and the people I worked with. I started 
counseling and mentoring guys like me, coming out of 
Waterfront Rescue Mission. I wasn’t working for a 
paycheck; I was working for the Lord — and I still am. 
I’m still at the thrift store.

 “That’s why I’m so grateful for the donors,” Daniel 
adds. “Their support turned this man filled with hate 
into a man who just wants to serve God and love the 
guys He brings into my life.”

Thank you to the individuals, groups, businesses, and churches that have supported the Mission throughout the year.

United Way 
of West Florida

Upcoming Events 
Thanksgiving Meal
Thursday, November 24 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Christmas Meal
Saturday, December 24 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm

For holiday volunteer opportunities, please 
visit https://waterfrontmission.org/volunteer/  
or email holiday@waterfrontmission.org

Penske has partnered with Waterfront Rescue Mission since 2012. 
Because Waterfront has demonstrated such tremendous outreach 
through rescue, recovery, recuperation, and veterans care in our local 
communities, Penske’s North Florida District decided to run an item 
drive to benefit the Pensacola Mission. Each of the 16 locations had a 
Team Leader talking about the donation drive, Waterfront’s mission, 
and encouraging associates and customers to contribute. We collected 
more than 2,000 items during our donation drive, with one customer 
purchasing a whole pallet of bottled water!

Penske Partnership

MISI-WFP-22099          N23A1N



Clay Romano
President

A Message from

“The spirit of Christmas already lives in our hearts, and we have 
the opportunity to share that spirit to others every day!”

Dear Friend,

 Because of the current recession and the troubling effects of historically high inflation, 
Waterfront Rescue Mission continues to work tirelessly to provide a high level of financial 
stewardship. Every year we develop a financial game plan that ensures the success of the 
mission, while maximizing the services we provide to people experiencing homelessness 
and individuals suffering addiction. In other words, I am confident that we will be able to 
navigate these uncharted waters, without having to make any hard decisions. 

 Although concerned, I am filled with hope, especially in light of Christmas. My prayer 
is that we all refocus on the true meaning of Christmas now more than ever. Instead of 
worrying about economic forces outside our control, let’s remember, “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

 All of us who hold on to this truth understand that the spirit of Christmas already lives 
in our hearts, and we have the opportunity to share that spirit with others every day!

 In fact, you already do. Generous, caring supporters like you have stood by us and, 
in most cases, have increased your support of Waterfront. From monetary gifts, to 
dropping off clothing and furniture at our thrift stores, to volunteering —  you have 
blessed us in so many extraordinary ways. 

 I hope the stories you read in this newsletter encourage you this holiday season, as 
you see how God is using you to transform lives and even our community.  
Merry Christmas! 

Blessings,

Clay Romano, President

PEACE For The First Time
 “A few months ago, I got into a big fight with my 
baby brother at home,” says Beau, a 30-year-old guest at 
Waterfront Rescue Mission. “I did a little damage to the 
house. The police came out and I went to jail for a day or 
two. When I got out, my family wouldn’t let me come 
home. It was the best thing they ever did for me.” 

 Beau grew up in a home full of rage, arguments, 
unhappiness, and physical violence.

 “My dad drank a lot and always beat on my mom,”  
he recalls. “Most of the time, he wasn’t there, always 
cheating on Mom or he was in jail somewhere. When  
he was home, he’d take his frustrations out on all of us.  
I never experienced a moment of peace. Ever. I grew up 
with so much anger. I never had anyone to show me how 
to be a man or how to make life work.”

 

 Beau lived in that environment until the fight with 
his brother.

 “I blame myself for that,” he says. “I should have saved 
up money and left a long time ago, but I didn’t have my 
eyes open. I couldn’t even see what living there was really 
doing to me.”

 When Beau came to Waterfront, he had never lived 
on his own before. He knew this was his chance to grow 

Waterfront Mission gave me hope 
that I could live on my own.”“

ITEMS WE NEED FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS:

 Turkeys (10-12 lbs) 
 Hams (10-12 lbs) 
 Stuffing mix 
  Large cans of green beans 

and corn 
 Pies and cookies 
 Cranberry sauce 
 Gift cards to grocery stores

OTHER NEEDS: 

 Razors 
 Deodorant 
 Travel-size toiletries 
  Men’s T-shirts & underwear
 Blankets 
 Warm clothes 
 Jackets 
 Gloves 
 Knitted hats

up, take responsibility for his life, and give his life to God. 

 “I started going to church two times a week, listening to 
ministers preach the Word every day, and going to my classes 
and Bible studies,” Beau says. “For the first time in my life,  
I felt peace and calm. Waterfront Mission gave me hope that  
I could live on my own.”

 Beau is working locally while he continues to strengthen 
his life in Christ. But his long-term goal is to work offshore 
and on boats, then buy a home somewhere and finally live 
in peace.

 To all the Waterfront Mission donors, Beau says, “Thank 
you for everything you’ve done for me.”

Holiday 
Needs

Please give Christmas hope to our neighbors experiencing homelessness this holiday season.

Your friendship and support are absolutely vital, offering hope and healing to all those who come through our doors.

 For the wise men following the star of Bethlehem, that star was 
far more than a celestial miracle. It was a star of hope — hope for 
the entire world and our only true source of hope: Jesus Christ. 

 For the people we serve at Waterfront Mission, there is nothing 
more important than hope. Thank you for giving us the privilege 

of sharing our Savior with so many of our neighbors in need. 
Your friendship and support are absolutely vital, offering hope 

and healing to all those who come through our doors.

 This coming holiday season, your generous support is critical. 
The costs for operating Waterfront Rescue Mission continue to 
increase. Food is more expensive. Utility costs are increasing. Staff 
must be paid and services to those in need must continue — and 
every day, more of them come seeking our physical and spiritual 
support. 

 In the spirit of this holy season of giving, we encourage you once 
again to give a donation of any amount to help lessen the suffering 
and pain of those who come through our doors. Please use the 
response slip in this newsletter, or you can donate on our secure 
website at waterfrontmission.org. Thank you for all you do on 
behalf of people in need!

Names and photographs in this newsletter may have been changed to protect confidentiality.



ESCAM BIA  AN D SANTA  ROSA COUNTIES

H O L I D AY  I S S U E  2 0 2 2

RESCUE NEWS

Waterfront Mission (Pensacola Campus)
P.O. Box 870 
Pensacola FL 32591

380 West Herman Street  |  Pensacola, Florida 32505  |  850.478.4027  |  waterfrontmission.org

Please mail this completed form with your donation, or you may give your gift online at 
waterfrontmission.org. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

 Please bill my credit card:   VISA   MC   AMEX   DISCOVER

 $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $             to provide as many meals and as much care as possible

MY WINTER GIFT
YES, CLAY, I will help provide food, shelter, and other resources to  
my neighbors who are hungry and homeless this holiday season.  
Here’s my gift of:

A Man of 
Hate Finds 
LOVE

 Daniel sat in his van, smoking his last bit of crack — 
crack he paid for with his rent money. Then, he thought 
of his teenage son at home.

 “Suddenly, it hit me. I’m not only destroying my life; 
I’m destroying his,” Daniel recalls. “I knew, if I continued, 
he’d come home one day and find me dead — just like 
his mom. Something broke in me. That’s when I realized 
I don’t want to be this guy anymore and went to 
Waterfront Rescue Mission.”

 Daniel had been rebellious and self-destructive nearly 
his entire life. 

 “I was already a drug addict and alcoholic at 13,” he 
says. “I never had a conscience or ever cared about 
anyone or anything. For 30 years, my only goal in life 
was to see how tore up I could get every day.”

 Nothing could stop him — not an 18-month prison 
sentence and not even a serious head-on car accident that 
left him in a coma for two weeks. He didn’t care. He 
hated life — until the night he understood what he was 
doing to his son and came to Waterfront.

 “At Waterfront, I was praying with a chaplain one day 
and the Holy Spirit came in. I gave God all my anger, 

hate, and unforgiveness. Everything changed in me.  
I started learning how Christ wants me to live. I was 
determined to be the man God wants me to be.”

 

I gave God all my anger, 
hate, and unforgiveness.” “

 Daniel started working for Waterfront Rescue Mission 
Thrift Store. 

 “I still didn’t care for people much,” Daniel says. “So 
God put me in a situation where I had to love people — 
both customers and the people I worked with. I started 
counseling and mentoring guys like me, coming out of 
Waterfront Rescue Mission. I wasn’t working for a 
paycheck; I was working for the Lord — and I still am. 
I’m still at the thrift store.

 “That’s why I’m so grateful for the donors,” Daniel 
adds. “Their support turned this man filled with hate 
into a man who just wants to serve God and love the 
guys He brings into my life.”

Thank you to the individuals, groups, businesses, and churches that have supported the Mission throughout the year.

United Way 
of West Florida

Upcoming Events 
Thanksgiving Meal
Thursday, November 24 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Christmas Meal
Saturday, December 24 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm

For holiday volunteer opportunities, please 
visit https://waterfrontmission.org/volunteer/  
or email holiday@waterfrontmission.org

Penske has partnered with Waterfront Rescue Mission since 2012. 
Because Waterfront has demonstrated such tremendous outreach 
through rescue, recovery, recuperation, and veterans care in our local 
communities, Penske’s North Florida District decided to run an item 
drive to benefit the Pensacola Mission. Each of the 16 locations had a 
Team Leader talking about the donation drive, Waterfront’s mission, 
and encouraging associates and customers to contribute. We collected 
more than 2,000 items during our donation drive, with one customer 
purchasing a whole pallet of bottled water!

Penske Partnership

MISI-WFP-22099          N23A1N




